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Following this same principle of civilized behaviour, we have
sent a courteous peace offer to the Viceroy* He is not likely to
pay attention to it. How does that affect us? Actually, his not
paying attention to it will greatly increase our strength. The world,
too, will turn more definitely in our favour. Our world of course
means our brothers, who still think that we are misguided and who
support the Government.
This time the issue is different. Before we secure a settlement
about the KHlafat, the Punjab or swaraj, we have to settle ac-
counts with the Government and its supporters in regard to an-
other matter.
This Government has always maintained its control by dis-
tracting the people's attention. The real disease is ignored and at-
tention is focussed on something else. The Bengalis5 disease was
the grievance about partition. If they were driven by t at disease
to throw bombs, the Government described this bomb-throwing
as their disease and tried to make the people forget the original
disease. Using the bomb-throwing as an excuse, it tried syste-
matically to harass innocent citizens and to emasculate the people.
A like disease was the Rowlatt Act. In the excitement caused by
that disease, the Punjab became delirious. The Government per-
petrated a massacre in order to cure the province of this disease,
and in this way tried to conceal the original disease. Now, the
country suffers from the triple fever of the Khilafat, the Punjab
and swaraj. It is in agony with suffering. A fire within sometimes
leads to insanity. Taking this insanity to be the real malady, the
Government has adopted a policy of repression. Thus, it has be-
come a rule with it to make the people forget the real malady, to
look upon its effects themselves as the disease and to follow a
policy of repression to cure them of that.
We have now learnt by experience that we should give the
Government no opportunity to deceive the people. We may not
mind whether or not it cures the real malady, but we should not
let it assume the evils resulting from that disease to be the disease
itself and try to suppress them. The Government has maintained
its rule till today by doing exactly this. If the people are hurt
by any mistake of the Government or by its arbitrary actions, and
even lose their head in consequence, then in suppressing them the
Government will try to make the public forget its high-handedness;
this we should not permit it to do. If we can wrest from it this
weapon for ever, it will not be able to adopt autocratic methods.
Once repression becomes impossible autocracy will give way to the
reign of public opinion.